
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling School – 2013
VITAL INFORMATION!!!!! 

Greetings, All – Please read this important information about this yearʼs 
camp.  
Check our web site for information about our instructors - www.valleyofthemoon.org. This let-
ter, the schedule, and directions for getting to Camp Campbell are also posted on the web site. 

Where: YMCA Camp Campbell, 16275 Highway 9, Boulder Creek, CA 95006. (See attached 
map)
When:  Registration starting at 4:00 pm, Friday, August 23rd, Departure by 11 am,
Saturday, August 31st (See preliminary schedule, attached and on web site)
Camp Campbell phone number: Camp office during business hours on weekdays only – 
831-338-2128
Most cell phones have coverage, and there is wireless Internet access.
No drop-ins:  Please donʼt ask friends or family to visit you at camp during the week.
Camp Shuttle:  If you are flying into the Bay Area and are using the camp shuttle, be sure to 
schedule your arrival at San Jose Airport before 2 pm on Friday, August 23rd, and your depar-
ture after noon on Saturday, August 31st.  A message will be sent out 3-4 weeks before camp 
asking for people who plan to use the shuttle to contact Pat Gregory, the Shuttle Coordinator.
 
Things to bring: In addition to clothing, personal articles and musical instrument, youʼll need:
sleeping bag
pillow
soap and towel
mug and/or cup for beverages
flashlight
jacket or sweater for cool nights and mornings
bathing suit
comfortable shoes for walking and dancing
device for making recordings in class
extra strings, batteries, tapes, etc.  
Some people like to bring a seat cushion

Please put your name on all your belongings to the extent possible.  Adhesive mailing la-
bels and felt tip pens are very useful for this purpose. 

Please do not bring your pets; make arrangements for them before you leave home.  

Optional bedding rental: If you are coming from a distance, so that bringing bedding 
would be a challenge, it is possible to rent sheets, pillow, blankets and towel from Camp 
Campbell, at $35 for the week.  This year, the packets will contain 2 sheets, 2 blankets, 2 
towels and a pillowcase. There will be a space on your billing statement to request this service, 
and you should add the charge to the billed amount when you pay your bill.  The bills will be 
sent out via email in mid-May.



Camp Store: Youʼll be sorry if you donʼt bring extra money to buy music and CDs at the camp 
store.  VISA and Master Card credit cards are accepted, as well as personal checks or cash.  If 
you have items you would like to sell on consignment, contact Terry Hallowes (see contact list 
at the end of this letter.

Housing: Three types of housing are available, and in accord with Camp Campbell policy, 
everyone, including those people providing their own tents, will be assigned to a cabin of some 
type.  All housing is shared with 8-13 others; there are no rooms for individuals or couples (ear 
plugs are often useful).  

Rustic cabins, equipped with electric lights and an outlet, house 8-12 people in bunk beds.  
They are clustered around central restroom/shower facilities.   

Treetop Cabins, which have bathrooms attached to each, house 14 people, and have a sur-
charge for their use ($145 adults, $75 children - 4-11).  

Tent Cabins.  This new option will be located in a wooded area across from the Treetops Cab-
ins.  Each will have 10-14 bunk beds, and there will be portable toilets and hand washing facili-
ties at that location.  

There is limited space for RVs (no hook-ups, no generators). Tents can be pitched throughout 
the camp, but tenters might wish to place them close to their assigned cabins, where they can 
store items not needed in the tent.

Fiddle Classes:
Basic Beginning is for those who have never played the Fiddle – Adults and kids meet in sepa-
rate classes – kids are taught by Deby Benton-Grosjean, adults by Janette Ducan.

All other classes are based on the rate of learning tunes by ear: Slow class is for people who 
need more time to learn tunes by ear – Hanneke Cassel and Laura Risk.  One Moderate and 
two Fast classes will be taught in rotation every day by Alasdair Fraser, Mairead NiʼMhaonaigh 
and André Brunét.

Other Classes: Percussion, Dance and Singing are available for all levels
Accompaniment on Cello, Piano and Guitar classes are for people who have had experience 
playing those instruments.  Piano students driving to camp are strongly encouraged to 
bring keyboards if possible.

Evening Activities: Nightly slow jams and dances, an Instructorsʼ demonstration, a ceilidh 
night (a party where we share songs, stories, tunes and skits), a banquet and dance on Thurs-
day to celebrate VOMʼs 30th year of camp, and impromptu sessions throughout the week will 
enliven the evenings. Youʼll hear more about the 30th year celebrations now being planned by 
Carley Williams.    

Volunteer opportunities:  At the beginning of camp, weʼll ask for volunteers to sign up to as-
sist at the bar/refreshment table and the camp store.  Throughout the week there will be calls 
for help in moving and setting up chairs for evening activities.  At the end of camp weʼll need 
some help in making sure we all get out of camp on time with all our belongings, leaving things 



in order as we go.  A form on which you can volunteer for these and other activities will be sent 
with your bill in mid-May.

Minors:  Attendees under the age of 18, if not being accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian, must provide two forms that their parents need to fill out and return, a Health History 
and a Guardian Designation Form.  Their designated guardians also need to sign Guardian 
Agreement forms.  Download these forms from our web site using the Forms link on the home 
page.  Please note that both the student/parents and guardian need to file a form; please 
communicate with your guardian about his/her responsibility.  We need to receive all of 
these forms by July 1st.

Final Camp Concert: Friday, August 30th, a concert will take place at 8:00 pm, at the Santa 
Cruz Civic Auditorium, in which everyone is encouraged to participate. Friday morning will be 
devoted to an all-camp rehearsal. See address list at the end of this letter for information on 
getting tickets for your friends.  Camp attendees will not need tickets.
•  After the concert, we will return to camp for a farewell midnight supper.  Because it is our last 
chance to be together as a group and acknowledge our week together, we ask that you not 
invite any friends or family to come back to camp after the concert.

Pleasanton Games: After camp, some people enjoy staying over for the Highland Games in 
Pleasanton.  Hereʼs a message from Janette Duncan about a fiddle rally at the games on Sun-
day, September 1st and hotel and dinner arrangements she is coordinating: San Francisco 
Scottish Fiddlers led by Alasdair Fraser will be staying at the Hilton Hotel on Saturday, August 
31 and Sunday, September 1st. We will play at the Pleasanton Scottish Games on Sunday, 
Sept 1st. Then, after the games, on Sunday evening we will be having a banquet and jam at 
the hotel. The hotel is about 35 miles from San Francisco and about 17 miles from the Oakland 
Airport. Double check with the hotel to see if a shuttle service is offered for both the Oakland 
and San Francisco airports.
If you want to book a room at the discounted group rate be sure to say that you are with The 
San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers. The discounted room rate is $79 per night but with taxes 
comes out to be about $87.00. The block of rooms go fast, do not delay. I tried to book the 
room online but couldn't get the discounted rate. You might have to do this over the phone, it 
took me about 3 minutes. If you want to join us for the banquet, the separate cost of this is 
$25. And if you would like wine with the meal, there is an extra
charge. If you can join us for the banquet and jam, please sign-up with me before or at the be-
ginning of VOM. But, book your own room with the hotel, not me. Looking Forward to the Fun, 
Janette Duncan  janettefiddler@gmail.com

There will be a concert by camp instructors in Berkeley, CA on Thursday, August 22nd.  If 
you'd like further information or would like to order tickets (it will likely sell out), call the Freight 
& Salvage Coffee house at (510) 664-2020 or visit their web site at http://www.thefreight.org.  
The show starts at 8 pm.
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 ≈  Address list for information  ≈

•  For general registration questions, camp accommodations, and other general questions:        

Cherry Clark, 1281 Fifth Ave., San Francisco, CA  94122, vom@sonic.net
(415) 566-4355
Erica Liebert, 534 NE Stanton St., Portland, OR  97212, erica.liebert@gmail.com, (541) 
740-1660

•  For transportation information or special transportation problems:   Pat Gregory, 
plowers@pacbell.net, (408)257-2294 

•  For information and advance tickets to the camp participants' concert to be held August 
30th, 8:00 pm:  Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium, 307 Church St, Santa Cruz, CA 

 https://www.santacruztickets.com/Online/  Ticket Office (831) 420-5260.  The show may not 
be listed until about month in advance.  Prices to be determined

• Camp shop consignments:                                                                                                        

Terry Hallowes, 11803 Occidental Rd, Sebastopol, CA  95472, terryhallowes@gmail.com, 
707-889-8283

Hereʼs an important message from Carley Williams:

VOMers! 
VOM needs a logo to help us commemorate the 30th Anniversary, and want YOU to help us 
design it!

We're running two design competitions - for those more Junior Campers (Age 17 and under) 
and those more Senior (Age 18 and over)

Campers have until Friday 31st of May to design a logo that captures the essence of VOM and 
submit it to vom@sonic.net.  A short list of designs will then be posted on our facebook page 
for all campers to cast their votes!  The only rule is that the designs can use no more than 4 
colours.  For those designing on the computer, files should be submitted in eps or ai format. 
 Hand-drawn designs should be as clear as possible, and we will have those converted to the 
appropriate file type if required.

The two winning designs will become official VOM 30th Anniversary logos which will be fea-
tured on our camp t-shirts and other cool stuff, and the winners will receive an item or two, de-
pending on cost, with their design from the camp store!
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